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bow, and I should be the first to pick off my man with an arrow
in the enemy ranks, however many of my side might be stand-
ing by and shooting at their marks. Philoctetes was the only one
who used to beat me with the bow when we Achaeans practised
archery at Troy. Of all others now alive and eating their bread
on the face of the earth, I claim to be by far the best, though I
should not care to compete with the men of the past, with
Heracles, for instance, or Eurytus ofOechalia, who as bowmen
were a match even for the gods. In fact that was why the great
Eurytus came to a sudden end and never lived to see old age in
his home, but was killed by Apollo, whom he had offended by
challenging him to a match. As for the javelin, I can throw it
farther than anyone else can shoot an arrow. It is only in running
that I am afraid some of you might outstrip me. I was too badly
knocked about by the rough seas, for in that boat of mine all
comfort soon gave out, and as a result my limbs have lost their
power/
Odysseus came to an end, and they all held their tongues,
leaving it to Alcinous to make him a reply.
* My friend,' said the King, * we can take no exception to what
you say. Angered as you are at the way this fellow came up and
insulted you in the lists, you naturally wish to prove your native
mettle. No one who knew how to talk sense would thus have
belittled your prowess. But listen now to what I have to say.
When you are banqueting in your own home with your wife
and your children beside you, and the talk turns on what the
Phaeacians excel in, I want you to be able to tell your noble
friends that Zeus has given us too a certain measure of success,
which has held good from our forefathers' time to the present
day. Though our boxing and wrestling are not beyond criti-
cism, we can run fast and we are first-rate seamen. But the things
in which we take a perennial delight are the feast, the lyre, the
dance, clean linen in plenty, a hot bath, and our beds. So forward
now, my champion dancers, and show us your steps, so that
when he gets home our guest may be able to tell his friends how
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